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man; and when this proceeded from a corrupt mo-
tive, though he carried little personal animosity out
of that house, he felt no mercy for him.    He did
not wish io touch a hair of the heads of either prin-
ter or publisher; but  when he considered all  the
consequences that had followed from the system of
prosecutions,   particularly   the   unhappy    fate   of
Messrs. Muir and Palmer, and Mr. Winterbotham,
with a number of other persons, down to the poor
man who was imprisoned for playing fai-ra upon
his organ, he thought no measures were too strong,
BO punishment too severe.    He did not mean, how-
ever, to move for a prosecution, though he had no
mistrust of the honorable and learned gentleman
opposite (the Attorney-General).    He put it to the
house, whether they ought not to measure equal
justice for a conspiracy to lop off the Lords and
Commons, as for a conspiracy to depose the King;
and observed, that all the precedents went to  this
point, where there was a high breach of the privi-
lege of parliament.    The pamphlet was not a theo-
retical treatise on government, but a practical ex-
hortation, addressed to the plain sense of the peo-
ple.    What he proposed therefore was to move for
the censure of the house, and to proclaim that cen-
sure, by having the pamphlet burnt by the hands of
the common hangman.    He objected to a prosecu-
tion most  peremptorily, as he  wished to set an
example of lenity and mercy, contrary to what Mr.
Reeves himself practised; but thought it was with
great  reluctance  be  submitted   to  the   ministers
themselves whether this should not be followed up
by an address to His Majesty to remove him from
any place of trust; and instead of committing him
to Newgate, he designed   to move, that he should
be summoned to attend at the bar of that house, to
receive  a reprimand  from  the   Speaker,  and be
recommended to make a disavowal of his sentiments.
He concluded with moving   " That one of the said
printed books be burnt by the hands of the common